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Chancellor George speaking on coach 
salaries
Members of Ozaki Wolfpack (left to right) Denzel Davis, Nicolae Burcea, Blake Newton
ERIC WYNEN/THE CURRENT
COURTESY OF NICOLAE BURCEA
Extreme is what these two Univer-
sity of Missouri—St. Louis students 
and buddies live for, and they have 
found the perfect opportunity to prove 
it. They just need some help from the 
community of students they have long 
shared their passions with. Nicolae 
Burcea, senior, international relations, 
and Denzel Davis, junior, anthropol-
ogy, have teamed up with student Blake 
Newton of the University of Iowa to 
win a trip to Europe and, while there, 
finish in a wild race. The three have 
formed the adventure group Ozaki 
Wolfpack. Currently, they are cam-
paigning to be a part of Redbull’s “Can 
You Make It?” competition, a selective 
struggle that will end in 165 teams rac-
ing across Europe to Paris, France, the 
City of Lights.
The competition’s selection pro-
cess is based on who can accumulate 
the most votes within their designated 
division. Out of four divisions in the 
United States, the top 18 teams will be 
flown to Europe; the race will begin on 
With election season in full swing, 
a new political student group at the 
University of Missouri—St. Louis has 
sprung up. The new organization is 
called UMSL College Democrats and 
they held their first ever meet and greet 
in the Fireside Lounge on February 17 
from 3:45 to 5 p.m.
UMSL College Democrats’ Interim 
President Zachary Smith, junior, public 
policy and administration, and Interim 
Vice President Nicholas Adams, sopho-
more, political science, spearheaded the 
meeting and spoke in front of attendees 
about the vision and goals of the organi-
zation. 
The two of them distributed a list 
of UMSL College Democrats’ five goals 
to people in attendance: increase voter 
participation by 1000, increase politi-
cal awareness on the UMSL campus 
and surrounding areas, create a political 
community in which everyone’s voice 
is heard, develop the UMSL College 
Democrats into a lasting organiza-
tion, and help the community through 
service.
Smith said that his idea to begin a 
college Democratic group at UMSL de-
veloped last fall, and that their constitu-
tion was approved in January.  
He said, “I started College Demo-
crats because I’ve always had an inter-
est in helping people and taking an 
active role in doing so. The Democrat 
Party has served as a tool in helping me 
achieve these goals. I also started the 
organization to create a political com-
munity on campus by increasing voter 
participation and political awareness 
among students, educators, and staff.”
Redbull: Can You Make It?
UMSL’s Extreme Team
College 
Dems Host 
Debut Event
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Celebrating 50 Years as1966 2016
April 12. All 165 teams will begin at 
various unknown locations. Their goal 
is to reach Paris in seven days, stopping 
at various cultural checkpoints along 
the way. Although it may sound like a 
fun European vacation, there is a catch, 
and it has stirred up Ozaki Wolfpack’s 
interests. Each team must surrender 
their phones and their money; only 24 
cans of Redbull energy drinks can be 
used to survive. The groups’ progress 
will be streamed on the Redbull TV 
app.
“Turn off your cellphones, turn off 
your TV’s, grab your backpack … that’s 
ideal,” said Davis. His interest in adven-
ture has been a long-term engagement, 
as he has been backpacking, surfing, 
and rock-climbing for years. He bonded 
with Burcea initially through their pas-
sion for soccer, and he met their third 
teammate, Newton, through auditions 
for MTV’s “Real World.” Burcea has an 
aptitude for traveling, as he came from 
Romania to study politics at UMSL. 
“I’m a gypsy, so what’s more natural 
thing for me to do than go wander 
somewhere?” he said.
The Student Government Associa-
tion (SGA) meeting held on February 
19 at 12:30 p.m. looked vastly different 
than usual meetings. The University 
of Missouri—St. Louis’ Chancellor, 
Thomas George, and Vice Provost of 
Student Affairs, Curtis Coonrod, sat at 
a panel in front with the SGA officers, 
and various administrators were clus-
tered in the audience, all prepared to 
discuss the current state of the ongoing 
budget deficit problem and its poten-
tial long-term repercussions. Rather 
than being held in its usual location, 
the Millennium Student Center’s SGA 
Chambers, the venue was moved to the 
MSC Century Rooms to accommodate 
all the students, faculty, and administra-
tors present.
JESSIE EIKMANN
STAFF WRITER
SGA Forum 
Has Tough 
Questions for 
Chancellor
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THE UNDERCURRENT By Lori Dresner
KAT MIEREK, 
 Senior, Information 
Systems
“Yeah. Go for a walk 
outdoors.”
CATHERINE LAUK, 
 Junior, German
“I’m going to Chicago, so 
I’m suffering the cold.”
EMILY KNAPP, 
 Junior, Logistics
“I miss the cold weather. I’ll 
sit outside and enjoy it but 
miss the cold.”
WHAT DID YOU DO WITH THE NICE WEATHEROVER THE WEEKEND?
Difficulty: 
Where’s 
My Money
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The UMSL MATH CLUB
Presents Problem of The Week
Submit your solution to the problem below by Friday, February 26. Solvers will be
eligible for our pi day drawing on March 14. Submit solutions to R. Dotzel 329 ESH
(dotzelr@umsl.edu)
An angle, acute, is nine
More than another whose sine
Which when added to four
Gives three halves and six more
Pray, tell us this angle divine.
Problem: What is the angle?
Club Math Film Series “The Joy of Infinite Series”Wednesday 2/24 at 1:00pm in 304 ESH. 
A white knuckles half – hour thriller of high stakes “serie-ous” fun.
Refreshments too. All are welcome. A short meeting to follow.
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He noted that a number of students 
have expressed interest in joining Col-
lege Democrats, although a challenge 
can be getting people to actually attend 
events. 
Speaking on the vision of the orga-
nization, Adams said, “College Dem-
ocrats is looking to fix the mistake of 
past political clubs being formed in an 
election year and ending shortly after. 
Zach and I are designing a club that 
will last and become a vibrant member 
of the UMSL community. We are orga-
nizing around the principal of “activism 
not politics.” As we progress further, 
we intend to work with other student 
organization in order to build coalitions 
around issues and ideas.”
Adams said that UMSL College 
Democrats wants to recruit students 
who may be on the independent edge 
of the political scale and would like to 
end polarization. A student group called 
College Republicans is currently in the 
works and Smith and Adams hope to 
collaborate with them, as well as other 
student groups such as Associated 
Students of the University of Missouri 
(ASUM).
One of UMSL College Democrats’ 
first events was a voter registration 
drive, held a day prior to the meet and 
The Millennium Student Center 
and north campus lost power around 
3:30 p.m. until about 6:30 p.m. on 
February 20. The cause of the outage is 
unknown for the moment. Neither he 
emergency notification system nor the 
campus-wide email was used to warn 
the campus community of the power 
outage and building closures. The MSC 
posted a sign on the doors stating the 
building was closed for the rest of the 
day. Students were seen walking to the 
doors and being turned away with the 
news. 
North Campus 
Power Outage
(Left to right) Zachary Smith, president of College Democrats, Alderwoman Megan Green, 
Trisha Boyle, field organizer for the Hillary Clinton Campaign, and Nicholas Adam, vice presi-
dent of College Democrats MARVIN NICHOLSON/THE CURRENT
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greet in the Millennium Student Center 
rotunda. The event garnered 70 new 
voters.
Around 15 students turned out 
for the meet and greet, as well as a few 
political figures from throughout the St. 
Louis area, including Trisha Boyle, field 
organizer for the Hillary Clinton Cam-
paign and Alderwoman Megan Green 
who is a volunteer for STL 4 Bernie. 
Individuals who attended the event 
could pick up information about Dem-
ocratic candidate Bernie Sanders as well 
as “I will vote for Bernie for President” 
cards and buttons.
“One of the biggest reasons I like 
this is because students get to hear both 
candidates of the Democrat Party,” 
said Zach Goldford, senior, sociology, 
who was part of the voter registration 
drive. “I think it’s important for UMSL 
students to hear about issues such as 
racial inequality and which direction 
this country is going to go.”
The first official meeting for UMSL 
College Democrats will be held March 
1 at 6 p.m. in the Fireside Lounge. 
Those who want more information 
about the group can email Zachary 
Smith at zsy87@mail.umsl.edu.
The meeting began with a three-
slide presentation by Chancellor George 
explaining the breakdown of how the 
university’s budget is spent and the 
extent of the problem. He addressed 
the discrepancy of the deficit’s mag-
nitude as reported by newspapers and 
media outlets, saying, “Right now on a 
go-forward basis we are spending $11 
million more per year than we’re taking 
in…So what we have is an $11 million 
problem. Now, you saw in the newspa-
pers a month or two ago an $8 million 
problem. Well, what we did to get that 
eight million dollar figure to the [St. 
Louis] Post-Dispatch is we looked at 
things we can do centrally right off the 
top that would help reduce that $11 
million…Now we’ve been saying it’s a 
$15 million problem. The reason it’s 
$15 million is largely that we’re self-im-
posing it on ourselves. We’re adding 
another $3 million, saying we need a 
buffer…So the actual hard-dollar prob-
lem right now going into next fiscal year 
is $11 million, but we’re adding some 
contingency and saying we should try to 
find $15 million.”
The Chancellor’s contingency plan 
is in part based on the projections for 
student enrollment in the upcoming 
fiscal year. “If enrollment goes down 
another three percent, then we’ll have 
to come up with another $3 million. 
Now, of course, if enrollment doesn’t 
go down, if it stays flat or goes up, all 
the better for us. But at this point we’re 
being conservative,” George said.
The remainder of the almost two-
hour meeting was a question-and-an-
swer session moderated by SGA Senator 
Cameron Nunn, senior, physics. People 
came to one of three microphones to 
ask questions of Chancellor George and 
the other administrators. Those who 
were uncomfortable asking questions 
in person could submit index cards to 
designated SGA members, who would 
read the questions to the panel. 
Almost right away, the questioning 
got intense. One of the first questions 
was from a student concerned about the 
rumors that certain graduate assis-
tantships would no longer be offered 
tuition-free. Interim Vice Provost for 
Research and Graduate Dean Chris-
topher Spilling answered, “We have a 
problem. We get on the order of $1.86 
million dollars to fund tuition remission 
for students employed on campus. We 
are overspending that by $600,000.... 
Obviously, with a $15 million deficit 
JESSIE EIKMANN
STAFF WRITER
SGA Forum 
Has Tough 
Questions for 
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The teammates are all confident 
in each other’s abilities. “We all have 
experience that the other lacks. It helps 
to make up for what we need as a 
group,” Davis said. “If you all like the 
same things and are good at the same 
things, then you’re going to fail at the 
same things.” 
Davis’ interests lie in human 
cultures and how they relate to the 
physical limits of the human body, 
while Burcea serves as the vice president 
of the St. Louis chapter of the lobbyist 
organization Associated Students of 
the University of Missouri (ASUM). 
Newton, a sociology major, focuses 
on communication and how people 
form and maintain relationships. The 
common thread, Burcea notes, is that 
they all seek out challenges as a way to 
improve themselves. “All your conse-
quences are on you. You either make it 
or you don’t,” Burcea said. 
Besides the thrill of a challenge, 
the group has another reason to reach 
Europe. Burcea, who was placed up for 
adoption at a young age, has recently 
come into contact with his Romanian 
mother. He believes the competition 
would be a fulfilling circumstance to 
finally meet his family in person and 
Continued from Page 1
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Ozaki Wolfpack: UMSL’s Extreme Team
make them proud. “It’s not about win-
ning,” he said. “It’s about just getting 
over there.”
The group anticipates that if they 
reach Europe, the contest will be 
difficult, yet rewarding. “I think when 
you find your breaking point, it allows 
you to go to a new level,” said Davis. 
“You can learn how to train it, so it 
can go to a new level of resistance.” He 
and his teammates acknowledge that 
they would face the complications of 
exposure to the elements, but they feel 
excited to see how they would react to 
the difficulty level. “It’s a good thing 
we work better under pressure,” Burcea 
said.
Ozaki Wolfpack, a name created by 
Davis, reveals the essence of the team’s 
purpose. ‘Ozaki’ comes from “Point 
Break”, a film where athletes attempt 
the dangerous ‘Ozaki Eight’ tasks in or-
der to show their respect for the power 
of nature. The ‘Wolfpack,’ Davis said, 
shows that each teammate could easily 
choose to operate alone, but prefers to 
work together. “I hope the Ozaki Wolf-
pack can one day grow to be a bunch of 
guys and girls that, worldwide, just help 
to preserve their area, and do their part 
to slow down the destruction of the 
Earth, but at the same time, have fun.”
The group needs the help of their 
fellow students. The deadline to be con-
sidered for the competition is February 
25. They are the only UMSL team, but 
they are not the only team from the 
University of Missouri system. If they 
were to reach Europe, they would rep-
resent UMSL in a highly publicized and 
unique event. “Winning is just coming 
together and being one, and being 
there,” said Davis.
 To vote for Ozaki Wolfpack, or 
watch a video about their previous 
adventures, visit redbullcanyoumakeit.
com/en/applications/5298/
Continued online at
thecurrent-online.com
“We all have a great mane of hair, 
but we don’t know what to do with 
it,” said Lana Coleman, lead stylist 
and co-owner of Cultivate: The Pre-
mier Natural Hair Salon in St. Louis. 
On February 17  in the Millennium 
Student Center Century Room C the 
University of Missouri—St. Louis’ 
University Program Board (UPB) part-
nered with the Black History Month 
Committee to plan a culturally sensitive 
Black Hairitage Luncheon. Coleman 
led the conversation, giving profession-
al consultation to Caucasians, Asians, 
and African-Americans in attendance. 
However, the main emphasis for the 
luncheon was to inform the attendees 
of the structure and specific care needed 
for natural black hair.  
University of Missouri—St. Louis’ 
Friends Without Borders Club is an 
opportunity for international students 
to practice speaking English and make 
American friends. It is also for Amer-
ican students to learn about different 
cultures and make international friends. 
Their club meeting is being held every 
Thursday from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
at the Nosh, located in the Millennium 
Student Center.
Last week, the club hosted an 
open group discussion about love and 
relationships in different cultures. Sarah 
Bell, junior, biology, started the meeting 
by explaining the club’s purpose and her 
involvement.
“Friends Without Borders was 
started by teachers of the English for 
Academic Purposes Department as 
they wanted to find a way for their 
international students to improve their 
English while feeling more included 
at UMSL. I’ve participated in the club 
for the past year and a half, and have 
also been working as a tutor for the 
languages department. This is a great 
way for me to connect with students 
and hear their stories. I think that one 
of the best ways to break stereotypes is 
learning more about different cultures 
and Friends Without Borders gives a 
safe place where people can talk about 
this without being afraid of critics,” said 
Bell. She then asked her fellow students 
what the norm for a specific gender is in 
their culture when it comes to intimate 
relationships and what is expected of 
them.  
“In Taiwan, men treat their signif-
icant others respectfully and they show 
a lot of effort in order to be on good 
terms with their partner. For example, 
if a woman is carrying a bag, her man 
must carry it for her. Men in Taiwan are 
expected to be the provider,” said Abby 
Peng, graduate, international business.
“When it comes to dating in Amer-
ican culture, men and women equally 
treat each other. Most females like their 
independence, but still appreciate their 
partners’ kind gestures. Dating couples 
usually talk about their relationship 
before taking it to the next level,” Emily 
Dorn, senior, modern language, added.
From cultural wedding traditions 
and customs, they talked about mar-
riage. Based on his observations, Jiang 
Chang, junior, marketing and com-
munications, mentioned that the duty 
of a wife in Chinese culture is to take 
care of their household which includes 
the cooking and cleaning. Even if they 
work, they are still responsible for 
Caring for Black Hairitage Luncheon
MARVIN NICHOLSON
STAFF WRITER
ZYRA DE LOS REYES
STAFF WRITER
Brandi Fields, Nat Smith, Caitlin Robinson, and Sierra McAlister learning about natural hair styles MARVIN NICHOLSON/THE CURRENT
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Coleman stressed that knowing and 
understanding the natural structure of 
African American hair will help pre-
vent possible future hair damage. She 
also said “the most common ways to 
damage African American hair are tight 
braids, neglect of weaves or braids, or 
never trimming your ends.” If you are 
planning to go natural then you have 
to identify the type and subtype of the 
texture of the hair that you are dealing 
with. These types include straight, wavy, 
curly, and kinky. The subtypes are fine, 
medium, and coarse. So, whether you 
are a wavy coarse or curly fine type 
texture you will know what products 
complement your type of hair.
Coleman says “the key to healthy 
natural hair for African Americans is 
keeping the moisture in the hair and 
trimming the ends of your hair as 
needed.” You should also avoid using 
products with sulfate and silicon which 
dries out the hair. She suggested wash-
ing the hair one to two times a week or 
every three to four days with a sched-
uled trimming every six to eight weeks. 
According to Coleman, trimming is 
mandatory because of the constant 
stress needed to manipulate black hair. 
If you are looking to keep the moisture 
in the hair, then use oils and not grease. 
Coleman has been a hair stylist for close 
to 15 years and she says grease coats the 
hair preventing penetration of water, 
shampoo, or other products to help 
maintain moisture in natural hair. She 
recommends using extra virgin olive oil, 
coconut oil, avocado oil, and almond 
oil for moisturizing. This will keep hair 
from breaking especially with the vari-
ous changes in hair styling.
In addition, a healthy diet can also 
improve the health of your hair. Cole-
man gave away a list of foods that you 
can eat to stimulate hair growth and the 
production of natural hair oils in the 
scalp. Dark chocolate was close to the 
top of the list with a serving size of one 
ounce or 150 calories per day which 
improves blood flow and circulation to 
the scalp, delivering nutrients to hair 
and preventing it from getting dry and 
brittle. Spinach was also on the list. This 
vegetable contains iron which gives hair 
more fullness and body with a serving 
size of one cup per week you could be 
on your way to significant hair growth.
Attendee, Sierra McAlister, junior, 
biology, recently got her hair dyed 
and asked “how can I change my hair 
routine?” McAlister shampoos, rinses, 
conditions, deep conditions, and oils 
her scalp. One suggestion of change 
that Coleman made to her hair routine 
was to oil the hair and not the scalp. 
Coleman says “you should only oil the 
scalp when getting a weave or braids be-
cause you want your hair to stay moist 
and what goes in the hair is absorbed in 
the scalp.” Chair of UPB, Kaitlin Hen-
ning, senior, psychology, says they hope 
to continue to represent the heritage 
of all students on UMSL’s campus. She 
expressed that they have sponsored a 
Women’s History Month and now they 
are representing the African American 
population through the conversation of 
black hair.
Friends Without 
Borders: Love 
in Different 
Cultures
Continued on Page 8
The Pulitzer Prize-winning play 
“Disgraced” focuses on being Muslim 
in America, but perhaps not in the way 
one might expect. The drama, written 
by playwright Ayad Akhtar and directed 
by Seth Gordon, is currently playing at 
the Repertory Theater of St. Louis’ main 
stage until March 6.
Intelligent and provocative, “Dis-
graced” raises many questions about 
identity and faith but provides no 
answers. The drama is surprisingly 
short—a mere 90 minutes—and is pre-
sented without an intermission. 
Amir Kapoor (John Pasha) is an 
attorney on track to make partner at his 
New York City law firm. Although his 
Pakistani immigrant parents raised him 
in the Muslim faith, American-born 
Amir no longer considers himself a 
Muslim, and in fact has serious dis-
agreements with the religion. Amir has 
even changed his last name to one that 
sounds more generally South Asian. 
Amir and his white American wife, 
an artist named Emily (Leigh Williams), 
are living a modern and diverse big 
city life, numbering among their close 
friends Jory (Rachel Christopher), an 
African American attorney at the same 
firm, and her husband Isaac (Jonathan 
C. Kaplan), a Jewish man who is a cura-
tor at the Whitney Museum. 
The set represents the couple’s 
lovely New York apartment, which 
includes a balcony with a skyline view 
and a fireplace, above which hangs one 
of Emily’s paintings. In the opening 
scene, Emily sketches her husband Amir 
in their living room as they discuss art, 
culture, and the meaning of a painting 
that Emily’s portrait will reference: 
Diego Velázquez’s portrait of an elegant-
ly-dressed Moorish man. Their discus-
sion sets a tone for the play—intellectu-
al, educated, but frank.  
Their comfortable life is upset by 
events stemming from two seemingly 
inconsequential events: a nephew who 
‘Disgraced’ Raises Incendiary Questions, Offers No Answers
CATE MARQUIS
STAFF WRITER
asks for help for an imam accused of 
supporting terrorism, and Emily’s new 
interest in Islamic art. The events reveal 
hidden toxic attitudes, including Amir’s, 
leading to his disgrace.
In the play’s second act, simmering 
issues surface at a dinner party for Jory 
and Issac at Amir’s and Emily’s apart-
ment. What starts out as a pleasant 
evening with friends descends into a 
discussion that reveals hidden feelings 
and thoughts on faith, art, race, culture, 
and identity. 
The play raises uncomfortable issues 
and presents some incendiary views. 
This bluntness has drawn shocked 
reactions from some audiences and, in 
at least one city, people have shouted 
at the stage or left the theater. No such 
reaction happened on February 12, but 
it seemed that many found the play 
unsettling. 
Playwright Akhtar is himself a 
Muslim American, with Pakistani 
immigrant parents. Amir’s choice in 
how he presents himself mirrors that 
of other second-generation American 
immigrants, but his elusiveness about 
his background suggests he feels uneasy 
about prejudice, even though Amir no 
longer considers himself a Muslim.  
All the cast are excellent, particu-
larly Pasha; he creates a strong-willed 
character whose tendency to speak or 
act in the heat of the moment some-
times makes him his own worst enemy. 
Christopher also shines as Jory, the oth-
er fiery character who also provides little 
touches of dark comic relief. Kaplan is 
spot-on as Isaac, who likes to comment 
on Islam although he has never read the 
Koran. Williams does well in the diffi-
cult job of playing peacemaker Emily, 
who sometimes inadvertently makes 
things complicated.
The drama ends in a very dark 
place, making one wish for a third act 
to restore some sense of hope. “Dis-
graced” is not a happy play but an 
intelligent and questioning one that is 
sure to spark discussion. 
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Amir (John Pasha) and Emily (Leigh Williams), in The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis’ produc-
tion of “Disgraced” PHOTO COURTESY OF THE REPERTORY THEATRE OF ST. LOUIS
Despite being down by 22 points 
at one point, the University of Mis-
souri—St. Louis men’s basketball team 
gave maximum effort in fighting back 
to a comeback opportunity against 
Drury University on February 20. The 
women’s team also maintained poise 
and refused to go down easily against 
the National Collegiate Athletic Associ-
ation—Division II #12 Drury women’s 
team. While coming within six points 
twice in the fourth quarter, the Triton 
women ultimately fell short in their 
upset bout.
UMSL’s women’s team faced 
their Panther counterparts first on the 
afternoon, coming into the contest 
having won only one of their last three 
games against all Great Lakes Valley 
Conference (GLVC) opponents. On 
the reverse, Drury has been on a tear 
all season, amassing 22 wins (includ-
ing the Saturday result) and only three 
losses. Their last defeat was at the hands 
of Wisconsin-Parkside on January 9, a 
startling representation of their dom-
ination of both the GLVC and D-II 
basketball at large.
The Tritons came out of the gates 
prepared to make Drury earn the win 
and maintained a small lead for much 
of the first quarter, only trailing by two 
at its conclusion. However, a slew of 
turnovers in the second quarter coupled 
with many missed shots on the Tritons’ 
side saw them falling apart as the clock 
neared zero. UMSL managed only nine 
points in that portion of the game with 
only one field goal amongst the entire 
team.
Drury, on the other hand, main-
tained their confidence and zeroed in 
as they turned the corner, starting the 
second half with a very comfortable 
13-point lead over the visiting Tritons. 
While the women’s team gave it every 
effort, the deficit proved to be too much 
of an uphill battle for the outmatched 
Tritons, and even after getting within 
six points of the lead twice in the fourth 
quarter, the Panthers’ calm control over 
the game granted them the victory 73-
59.
While no starters touched double 
digits in scoring, Shea O’Brian, junior, 
elementary education, was tremendous 
off the bench for the Tritons with 16 
points in only 17 minutes on the court.
The men’s team for UMSL fared 
a little better against the Drury men 
but were still handed the loss in a near 
comeback. Like the women’s team, the 
men came into the matchup in a bit of 
a rut but were looking to turn it around 
after a strong offensive showing against 
Missouri S&T on February 18.
Three minutes into the first half, 
the Tritons quickly found themselves 
trailing 2-10 to the Panthers. For a peri-
od of six minutes, UMSL failed to net a 
single point before Brandon Marquardt, 
senior, business administration, finally 
Tritons Nearly Pull Off Comebacks Against Drury
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sank a three-pointer with a little over 10 
minutes to go. However, continual poor 
shooting from the Tritons, who only 
attained a 39.1 field goal percent in the 
first half, led to them heading to the 
locker rooms down by 17.
Kameron Bundy, the starting guard 
for Drury, kept up the tempo his team 
established in the first half and helped 
push their lead to a game high of 22. 
He shot terrifically throughout the 
afternoon, hitting three three-point-
ers along with his 24 total points. His 
counterpart, UMSL’s Marquardt, nearly 
kept up with his 20 points and four 
three-pointers, leading his team on the 
comeback try during the latter part of 
the second half.
Down by 20 with 16 minutes to 
go, the Tritons went on a 9-0 run to 
catch back up and were within one 
point twice in the closing minutes. But 
just like their female counterparts, the 
UMSL men’s team could not come up 
with the victory despite terrific effort on 
all sides.
Both the men and women’s teams 
play on the road in their next matchup 
against Maryville University on Feb-
ruary 25. The games are the last of the 
regular season for the Tritons, so be sure 
to head over to their campus to show 
your support.
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For the first time in what seems like 
an eternity, I am with Apple CEO Tim 
Cook. And this is from someone who 
has never wasted a single opportunity to 
slam Apple and its practices. This week 
I find myself on the same side of the 
line as Apple’s ilk, and I hope I am not 
the only one.
On February 16, Apple released to 
its website a customer letter, written by 
Tim Cook, explaining to its user base 
why it will not be cooperating with a 
request made by the FBI to create a new 
operating system with a pre-installed 
back door through which agents could 
break into encrypted files and recover 
deleted data. The original purpose of 
the FBI’s request was to gain access to 
an encrypted iPhone that is now a piece 
of evidence in the deadly 2015 shooting 
in San Bernardino, California. Apple 
has refused to comply and will most 
likely have to defend their actions in a 
court of law; it would not be surprising 
if they raised the issue to a higher court, 
possibly even the Supreme Court, by 
the time both sides’ lawyers are done 
wrangling with it.
I have given Apple grief for many 
things: the price of their devices; their 
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so-called “Apple Pencil;” the annoying, 
reverent worship of their fans; the fact 
that they are really awful at handling 
PR issues when their technology goes 
south. I never thought encryption 
protection would be something I would 
give them kudos for, especially in an era 
where it seems like no one’s data is truly 
safe; but here I am, doing just that. 
Apple has finally figured out what 
their users want most: security. And 
not just security, but security from the 
government. This is the most significant 
and visible move by a tech company to 
stop the overreach of government enti-
ties into the sphere of private data since 
the squashing of the anti-net neutrality 
bills Congress tried to pass several years 
ago. Fortunately, Apple seems to have 
learned a lot from that debacle.
Here is a refresher course for the 
uninitiated: in 2012 Congress tried to 
pass two major anti-net neutrality bills, 
the Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA) 
and the Protect IP Act (PIPA). De-
spite their cute acronyms, SOPA and 
PIPA, although designed to protect 
intellectual property, in reality would 
have destroyed original creative efforts, 
shut down niche content creators, and 
threatened the security of users across 
the globe. Companies like Google, 
Mozilla, and Wikipedia led the way in 
protests and appeals to Congress until 
the bills were shelved. 
At one point, Apple supported 
SOPA’s passage, but then flipped to the 
anti-SOPA side after being pressured 
by its customers. This time Apple is 
walking the correct line and putting 
user needs first, without having to be 
forced into it. And once again, the big 
baddie is the government, trying to 
make Apple play by different rules than 
anybody else. It makes sense that the 
FBI would want Apple, arguably the 
largest smartphone provider in America, 
to create an easier way for the agency 
to get into a suspect’s information. But, 
as Cook’s letter points out, it is one hell 
of a slippery slope from one iOS with 
a backdoor to demanding everyone’s 
phone come with an “FBI Allowed” 
disclaimer attached at purchase.
Apple is doing the right thing by 
putting customer privacy first. Even if 
the FBI squashes them in court, Cook 
has officially put every other smart 
device company on notice: protect your 
data or wait for someone to demand it 
by force. Just hope that someone is not 
coming in with a search warrant and 
a squad of government lawyers. Send 
that to Microsoft and Samsung, and see 
what happens.
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School libraries—the biggest waste 
of time since the arrival of the smart-
phone. I am a junior and, having never 
had a need to, I have not once stepped 
foot in our library.  As a communica-
tions major who has to do a fair share 
of reading and writing, it would seem 
that the library would be a necessity. In 
reality, it is a facility irrelevant to my 
academic success. 
I do not think I am alone in this 
belief. Around the country, bookstores 
are closing left and right. While physi-
cal, tangible books might still be appre-
ciated by some—myself included—peo-
ple much prefer ease and accessibility. 
The Internet provides this. Any time I 
have ever needed a book for a report or 
I have had to do research for a project, 
I have simply opened my laptop or 
iPhone and googled whatever I needed. 
If I need scholarly sources, I simply add 
that to my search and free excerpts pop 
up left and right. Sure, I could access 
MOBIUS from my laptop, too, but 
that requires a login and password and, 
let’s be honest, I want instant access 
and gratification. This may sound lazy 
to you—and it is, slightly—but that is 
a privilege college kids in this age are 
afforded. The beauty of the Internet is 
the plethora of free knowledge waiting 
for us at our fingertips. 
It no longer makes sense to go to 
the library, check out a book, find the 
information we are looking for, and 
then return it by the due date. How-
ever, it seems there is a serious stigma 
attached to those who find all their 
information online; to many, this is a 
sign that we are technology-obsessed 
and lacking in knowledge. 
This stigma, just like libraries, is 
seriously outdated. People are accessing 
information at rates higher than ever 
before and, as a result, overall aware-
ness is increasing. If I wanted to read 
the autobiography of Ben Carson, I 
could easily google it and then advise 
you against doing the same because it 
is unbearably boring and will probably 
put you to sleep. On the other hand, I 
could go to the library, search for the 
book by walking up and down the aisles 
until I find it, check it out, and then go 
home to read it—only to realize much 
too late that it is terrible. Today’s college 
students spend less time in libraries than 
any other generation, yet we also expose 
ourselves to the most knowledge, and 
that is no coincidence. The Internet has 
an unfathomable amount of informa-
tion, and most of it can be accessed 
without a login, without paying, and 
without hassle. 
Libraries 
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Nearly every college student will 
inevitably take classes with both good 
and bad professors. Some seem down-
right evil—willing to do everything 
in their power to ruin your academic 
careers—and then there are those who 
pour their heart and soul into educating 
their students in both the subjects they 
teach and life in general. 
Usually, however, professors are not 
exclusively good or bad. Like everything 
else in life, professors fall somewhere 
along a broad spectrum. Every pro-
fessor has the right to teach his or her 
class in a way that he or she finds most 
fitting. But at what point does the idea 
of granting “professor’s discretion” just 
become a cover for the professor to say 
“I’ll do whatever I want, even if it is not 
in my students’ best interest?”
I once had an advisor tell me that 
every class is essentially a dictatorship 
and that it simply depends on whether 
JANE LAKAYIL
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or not the professor wants everyone to 
know it. It took me a while to really 
understand what she meant by that, but 
now I can confidently say that my advi-
sor hit the nail on the head; students are 
bound by the syllabus that a professor 
writes and anything that is written in 
that syllabus is fair game. While this 
seems to make intuitive sense, the role 
that a syllabus plays between a professor 
and their department is much different 
from that played between a professor 
and students. 
When a professor submits a sylla-
bus to the head of a department, that 
professor is then contractually bound 
to follow that syllabus and can only be 
at fault when he or she explicitly goes 
against it. 
Importantly, there is almost always 
a small print addendum that essentially 
qualifies the syllabus. It usually goes 
along the following line: “this syllabus 
is subject to change at the professor’s 
discretion.” Thanks to this disclaimer, 
a professor can change any part of the 
Tech 
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syllabus at any time and it will remain 
entirely acceptable in the eyes of the 
department for him or her to do so. 
However, what this means for students 
is that professors can go back on their 
initial word at any point and there 
is nothing a student can do about it. 
These changes can be to the grading 
scale, the number of tests, whether the 
final is cumulative, the absence policy, 
whether makeup exams will be provid-
ed, and more. 
Thankfully, problems usually 
do not arise; on occasion, however, 
a problem does arise and a professor 
can say something along the lines of, 
“refer to my syllabus” as a response 
to a student’s attempt to talk out the 
problem. To me, that is what makes a 
professor “bad;” when a professor no 
longer considers the needs of his or her 
students as a priority, it creates a poor 
learning environment. The same holds 
true when a professor makes students 
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The lineage and artistry of early Jap-
anese photographs was the centerpiece 
of discussion in room 331 of the Social 
Sciences & Business Building on Febru-
ary 16. The program, titled “From Art-
istry to Ethnography in Early Japanese 
Photographs,” was hosted by Dr. David 
Odo, director of student programs and 
research curator of university collections 
initiatives at Harvard Art Museums.
The discussion drew about 35 stu-
dents and community members, with 
many more filing in as the program 
went on. Dr. Laura Miller, Eiichi Shibu-
sawa Arai endowed professor of Japa-
nese studies and professor of anthropol-
ogy at the University of Missouri—St. 
Louis, began by introducing Odo and 
calling attention to his recent book “The 
Journey of a Good Type.” Odo gathered 
most of his research in the process of 
writing the book, which began in the 
Peabody Museum’s archives.
“It was only because I was able to 
spend so much time physically with 
the photographs themselves that I was 
ultimately able to come to understand 
the photographs in the way that I have,” 
said Odo. “And this freedom to look 
closely and ponder and take my time 
made all the difference in my work.”
Odo brought with a him a slide-
show of photographs from the Peabody 
Museum’s collection of early hand-col-
ored photos of Japan. The collection 
of photos dated back to the 1870s, 
although he approximated that others 
exist from as early as the 1840s.
Framing the collection of photos 
that would be the topic of discussion, 
Odo gave context to the audience by 
classifying them into three separate cate-
gories: souvenir, art, and anthropology.
In spite of this, Odo made it clear 
he did not want to spend time arguing 
for the Japanese photographs to be 
categorized as anthropological pieces 
versus works of art. Rather, he wanted 
to examine how the photographs, which 
begin on a clearly defined trajectory as 
souvenirs, make the unexpected journey 
to end up as pieces of anthropological 
data.  
“I would argue that photographs 
perhaps more than any other muse-
um object—and they are objects after 
all—are very easy to morph and slide 
from one category to another. They 
are slippery creatures, but they are not 
necessarily one to exist on one plane,” 
said Odo.
 “Singing Girl” by Raimund von 
Stillfried served as the jumping off point 
in Odo’s discussion. The photograph de-
picts a Japanese woman, one that most 
people would consider a kimono-clad 
geisha, which according to Odo, was a 
“ubiquitous symbol of Japan in the 19th 
century.”  However, a “singing girl” 
Dr. David Odo Analyzes Early 
Japanese Photographs
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Plate 3. Baron Raimund von Stillfried, Singing Girl, hand-coloured albumen silver photo-
graph, c. 1875, 23.7 × 19.1 cm. Views and Costumes of Japan, c. 1876. H95.62/20. LTW 56
COURTESY OF LA TROBE PICTURE COLLECTION
cleaning the house and making sure 
that there is a hot meal on the table. On 
the other hand, a husband’s responsibil-
ity is to show his dedication by working 
hard for his family.
“It is very important for Chinese 
men to honor their women and make 
them happy,” said Chang.
At the end of the meeting, the 
Friends Without Borders Talks Love, 
Relationships in Different Cultures
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group concluded that there are many 
set notions on how different cultures 
view love and relationships. Different 
cultures have their own ideas about 
the proper way to look for a partner 
and how they should be treated. Some 
cultures are more passionate, showering 
their significant others with affection 
and showering them with material 
things. Some cultures require more 
effort from their lovers and expect them 
to be more compliant. Then there are 
cultures that do not have any expecta-
tions from their partner because they 
simply enjoy being in a relationship. 
Chang also mentioned that he is learn-
ing a lot from this conversation and 
he finds that this is an effective way to 
learn and practice speaking in English.
Friends Without Borders is a great 
way to increase friendship and cultur-
al awareness. The club is open for all 
students and every week there will be 
a student who will prepare a topic and 
lead the conversation. For more infor-
mation, contact Bell at sbdm2@mail.
umsl.edu.
was actually an early euphemism for a 
Japanese prostitute. According to Odo, 
the photograph appears to embody cer-
tain 19th century Western ideas about 
Japan. 
Speaking on its artistic element, 
Odo said that upon viewing prints of 
“Singing Girl” for the first time during 
a visit to the Peabody Museum archives 
in 2005, he was particularly intrigued 
by the subtle colors that cause it to ap-
pear more like a painting than a painted 
photograph. 
Another photograph titled “Tat-
tooed Men” from the 1870s depicts two 
male Japanese subjects who sport full 
body tattoos, achieved through the pro-
cess of hand tinting the surface of the 
photo. Odo said that, “the semi-naked 
state and the poses of the two subjects” 
suggest type photography was its meth-
od of creation. According to him, the 
photo represents the highly commer-
cialized world of souvenir photography 
in Japan. 
The end of the discussion left a half 
hour for a question and answer session. 
Audience members intrigued by the 
photography asked questions ranging 
from the type of cameras that were used 
to capture the early photos to inqui-
ries about the individuals behind the 
creation and portrayal of the historic 
snapshots.
The following is a series of daily 
crime reports issued by the University of 
Missouri—St. Louis Police Department 
since February 10. As of this report, the 
UMSL PD has not updated their log 
past February 17.
February 10: At 8:29 p.m. at the 
Recreation and Wellness Center, an 
UMSL staff member was taken to the 
hospital on account of a knee injury.
February 11: A report was taken 
from a vendor in the Millennium North 
Parking Garage at 12:10 p.m. over 
threatening comments from an UMSL 
employee.
February 12: The theft of a laptop 
was reported by a student in Benton 
Hall at 12 p.m. At 9:30 p.m., an officer 
found a pair of glasses and a glasses case 
in Parking Lot U. The UMSL PD is 
holding both items at its office.
February 13: A debit card was 
found in Seton Hall at 12:13 a.m. and 
turned in to the police. The owner of 
the card has been notified. At 10:54 
p.m. in Mansion Hill, UMSL PD were 
called to settle a dispute between an 
UMSL student and the father of the 
student’s child.
February 14: Two auto reports: a 
vehicle declared as abandoned with a 
flat tire was towed from West Drive at 
10:02 a.m.; at 12:15 p.m., an UMSL-
owned vehicle was involved in an 
accident on Florissant Road.
February 15: UMSL PD were 
called to Oak Hall at 2:05 a.m. to check 
the welfare of a campus visitor after 
their friend had contacted the PD. In 
the same building at 7:19 a.m., the PD 
answered another check the welfare call 
SARAH HAYES
A&E EDITOR
Campus 
Crime 
Report
Continued online at
thecurrent-online.com
